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Foreword 


The National Library collec- 
tion is a rich repository of material 
on India specially those of the 
18th £ 19th century. This collec- 
tion, the origin of which dates 
back to the 19th century has been 
further enriched by many valuable 
personal collections gifted by the 
heirs of eminent scholars and 
bibliophiles of the 19th and early 
20th centuries. 


India has been an important 
subject of documentation for 
Western scholars, painters and lit- 
terateurs through various media. 
This small publication is just an 
effort to bring together views of 
Indian life and scenes which 
caught the Western eye mainly 
during the 19th century. It is not 
a historical overview of any period 
in particular but just an arrange- 
ment of pictures of the Indian 
scenario in some facets of life. 





Most of the pictures are from 
documents available in the per- 
sonal collection of Late Sir 
Asutosh Mukhopadhyay which is a 
rare treasure comprising 84,000 
units. The Library's Rare Book 
Collection’ also has many such 
documents which have been the 
source material for this 
compilation. 


I must acknowledge my 
gratitude to my colleagues for 
their best efforts to compile such 
a publication for our national and 
international colleagues who will 
participate in the IFLA General 
Conference, 1992. Since this Con- 
ference is a major professional 
event in the Indian library and in- 
formation scene, we have tried to 
bring out some beautiful aspects 
of the National Library collection 
closer to those who really care for 
exquisite documentation of 
events. 


DR. D. N. BANERJEE 
DIRECTOR, 
NATIONAL LIBRARY. 





INTRODUCTION 


The Indian subcontinent has been perceived by the Western world with an 
interesting admixture of awe and enquiry. Its tales of valour, social and religious 
rituals, romantic mysticism and diverse cultural heritage have attracted occidental 
minds for many centuries. 





1. SNAKE-MEN, WITH SERPANTS DANCING 
TO MUSIC — Snake charmers have been part 
of the Indian psycho-professionals for many 
years. The Westen cye has seen these 
characters with interest as well as disbelief. 
The music from the charmers flute is 
supposed to make the snake dance to the 
tune having been charmed forever. 


The Indian life have been interpreted by Westerners in different ways from the 
time Alexander first arrived as a conquerer. Historically, the golden era of India 
may be a matter of debate but the eventful changes which occurred during and 
after the 16th century with the advent of European occupation of India are worthy 
of projection through visuals available in documents which relate to that period. 
This publication is an effort to relive an era which existed few centuries ago, 
through pictures. The events have been depicted through the eyes of those who 
saw these changes as part of an evolutionary process and used their most effective 
medium of expression to keep them for posterity. 
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The same applies to dance which is a powerful medium of expression in the 
Indian cultural scene. Ranging from the colourful and exuberant folk dances to 
the sombre and ecstatic expressions of devotional dance forms, Indian culture 
has patiently imbibed all such features within this vast civilisation. Indian 
architecture also has many a time played a vital role in projecting such expressions 
of beauty. The Indian architectural panorama also includes stately palaces and 
magrificent religious edifice 


4. AN APSARA - A stone carved panel from the 
external walls of a South Indian temple depicting a 
performing artist dancing to musical accompaniments. 
Apsaras according to Hindu mythology are beautiful 
nymphs who entertain the Gods by dancing and 
singing. 








EAT PAGODA, TANJORE- 
A classical example of Hindu 
architecture from one of the numerous 
South Indian temples. These medieval 
monuments braving the onslaught of 
time still remain one of the main 
tourist attractions in India. 








ECONOMICS AND LIVELIHOOD 


Importance of economic activity as a way of life may have been in existence 
since time immemorial but service sector as the main feature of livelihood is not 
a very old phenomenon in the lives of a large section of the Indian people. In the 
past, few people had been found to take up service as an occupation cutting across 
class, caste and creed barriers. Participation in traditional family professions 
was in vogue. 





6. BHEESTY, WATERMAN - Filling up their large animal- 
hide bags, these water carriers extended their services from 
door to door. This interesting profession was largely caste 
and family bused, in both rural and urban settings. 


With the arrival of the British and the consequent change in the political and 
administrative structure of governance, the situation began to change drastically. 
Though any generalisation will be too audacious regarding such a large community 
of people, it can be emphasised that service as a personalised occupation have 
been accepted at all levels of society gradually within these past few centuries. 


9 


9. C. GRANDIFLORA - A cincona 
plant with flowers is just one of the 
innumerable medicinal plants of 
India. It is from this that quinine was 
extracted which played such a magic 
role in curing the then dreaded 
malaria. 





10. COCOTIER - The coconut tree 
dotting a large part of rural India is the 
people's favourite. The leaves, the 
trunk and specially the fruit have 
multifarious uses in the socio- 
economic life of India. 





But since nature has its own beauty and no economic compulsion can tarnish 
its image, this Indian diversity also gave a good subject for documentation to the 
Western travellers, painters and creative persons. 


11. BANYAN TREE - This king among 
trees has been reverred by Indians not 
only for its beauty but also for its 
medicinal value. It has been a shelter 
to the foot-weary traveller, home for 
thousands of birds and may be 
comparable to the Grand Oak of the 
West. 





12. BAYA - This beautiful bird also 
referred to as a bottle-nested sparrow, 
is admired for its genius at nest 
building activities. It is a treat to watch 
these sagacious and flambuoyantly 
plumed birds ingenously weaving long 
grasses into bottle shaped pendent 
nests. 








13. KOOMKIES, OR DECOY ELEPHANTS, CATCHING A MALE - The 
Indian elephants had since long been captured, tamed and trained to help 
man in load bearing. The Koomkies are large trained female elephants which 
are instrumental in capturing their wild male counterparts. 


The other activities of artistic nature which were internationally famous were 
exploited by the colonial powers for economic reasons. Textiles and Indian silk, 
metal works, ivory carvings evoked universal admiration and were in great demand 
in different parts of the civilised world. 





696006908680: 


14. BALUCHUR BUTEDAR SARI - There was a great demand in the past 
for Indian muslin and silk. Later, intricate embroidery on such materials 
were greatly valued for their aesthetic quality as well as glamour, Such work 
of beauty is also the mainstay of economical life among some communities. 
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15. DETAIL OF ENAMEL- 
LED SWORD HILT AND 
APPENDAGES - Jaipur, 
Rajasthan in North West 
India beside being 
historically famous for its 
valour and bravery also 
boasts of some of the finest 
ancient art of painted 
metal-work. 





Physical mobility being a pre-requisite for economic development was a 
multidimensional activity in the Indian context. Many of the transportation 
systems in vogue gave priority to the cultural and social status rather than to the 
economic priority, before economics and occupation started playing an important 
role in the Indian subcontinent. 


16. PALANKEEN - A 
traditional transport system 
of India specially for the 
aristocratic class, These 
palanquines were carried by 
bearers over long distances 
and despite a rhythmic lurch, 
provided great comfort to 
those within. 








17. KAUTREY - With the large number of great rivers and an intricate 
riverine system, India has always had water transport as an important 
indigenous mode of travel of which the Yautrey is just an example 











18. ROUTH - This chariot more commonly known as ‘Bullock cart’ is one 
of the most widely used surface transports of India through the ages. Rural 
India still holds on to this slow but steady mode of communication. 


However, the need for bulk transportation of goods and easy access to the 
interiors led to the setting up of the network of railways and navigational 
waterways. 
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EDUCATION 


The Indian education system prior to the advent of European occupation, was 
structured mainly in accordance with the socio-cultural background of the region 
and its people. The hierarchical structure of Indian society influenced the 
education system to a large extent. Such a social system restricted education to 
the higher echelons only. English education found its champions among the Indian 
gentry in different parts of India. 


The social reformers and staunch supporters of Western education were also 
in favour of women's education which initially evoked very sceptical criticism 
within the ordinary Indians. The major cities of India saw the beginning of female 
education through the efforts of important personalities, missionaries, societies 
and voluntary organistions and later through the government, inspite of great 
critical upheavels against women's education within the society itself. 





19. BOMBAY GIRLS SCHOOL - Formal women's education started gradually as social reforms earned 
strong foothold in different parts of India. This class scene depicts such an effort in Western India 
which has helped to bring about major social changes. 
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RURAL AND URBAN SETTINGS 


Rural India has always been the heartland of the country with urban settings 
developing on the periphery. Villages have been nearer to nature with autonomous 
self sufficiency in the Indian socio-economic scene. 





20. NEAR CUCRAHATTEE, ON THE 
RIVER HOOGHLY - The thatched 
roof, the variety of vegetation and the 
serenity of the environment is typical 
of the rural Indian scenerio. India still 
lives in Its villages. 








With European settlements gradually gaining acceptance in Indian life, 
urbanisation became an important phenomenon which led to the development 
of large cities with new economic and political paradigms ushered in by the 
colonial masters. Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and Delhi emerged as great cities 
of importance. 





21. OLD FORT GAUT, CALCUT 





- Besides the fort, the jetty and the 
bathing place, picture also shows a ‘Mayurpankhi’ which is an ornamental 
large and fast-moving Indian boat which invariably had a peacock-head carved 
out at its bow. The old Fort, being one of the earliest seats of power of the 
British in India, was located in the present central district of Calcutta. 
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22. SCENE IN BOMBAY - a major Western India city on the Arabian Sea. 
A scene near the clearing houses of Bombay, which was one of the most 
popular ports of British India beside being a great centre of business and 
commerce. 





23. PALACE OF THE KING OF DELHI - The present capital of India, Delhi 
was also the capital of the line of monarchs who preceeded the British in 
India. The Britishers however chose Calcutta as their headquarters before 
shifting the same to Delhi. The Red Fort, as it is presently called, stands 
as a symbol of Mughal architecture. 
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Many Westerners who came to India mainly for extending trade and commerce, 
got used to the life-style of wealthy Indians. This elaborate and expensive living 
often sabotaged the economic priority or the purpose behind the colonialism. 








24. HUNTIN 





The princely states 
in India which existed even during the British Rule were marked by a life 
of splendour and opulence. The native kings often played host to the foreign 
rulers und the variety of such feudal sports offered, were u source of great 
attraction to the Westerner in India. 











25. ANAUTCH - The nautch girls sang and danced to entertain their princely 
masters and their guests. These gaudily dressed women were often the means 
of entertainment for the Westerner who had imbibed Indian ways of affluent 
livelihood. 
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However, it is also true that a section of the Westerners rose above their narrow 
economic priorities and delved into the vastness of the social milieu of India. A 
mass of documents were created by them dealing with the various aspects of this 
lesser known country of seemingly unlimited history and a confluence of many 
civilisation uniquely imbibed. A great number of Westerners adopted the normal 
Indian lifestyle, studied local languages or even seriously pursued social reforms. 


The diversification of such a multidimensional society, in some cases, have been 
seen and reproduced through the creative eyes of people who were not 
psychologically pure colonial masters, but visionaries in their own rights. 





26. SILK AND CLOTH MERCHANT - 
These merchants were famous for their 

stock of exquisite wares collected 
from the finest weavers around the 
- country, which they sold by personal 
visits from house to house, The 
Westerner is seen using the ‘hookah’ 
an indigenous tobacco smoking 
equipment while engrossed in the 
selection process. 















27. AN EUROPEAN GENTLEMAN 
WITH HIS MOONSHEE, OR NATIVE 
PROFESSOR OF LANGUAGES - 
Many Britishers made definite efforts 
to learn local languages, by employing 
such professors, whoontheir turn 
wrote primers to facilitate language 
teaching. 
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